Maurice Sendak	Comment by Carter Philo: I think this piece overall is good with minor errors as I have stated in earlier comments. One thing I think would give your piece more style and background knowledge on Maurice Sendak if you add at the end of the three main idea paragraphs a little more information about him it would not only give your readers more information it would improve your style for this piece.	Comment by LEVY, DAVID: Include your name as the author also. 
Rosie LeFevre 
Have you ever heard of Maurice Sendak, a famous author and illustrator? Maurice Sendak made a positive impact on author’s lives today. He made it a dream for authors around the world to be like him.  He showed never to give up on your dreams, he made one of the first picture books, and he inspired many authors today.	Comment by Ava Sasser: I like this first sentence. It tells me who I am reading about without letting me know anything about him. But I would make it a little more interesting so it could pull me in. Maybe you could ask me if I have ever read a picture book? or maybe if I had liked picture books when I read them? or Do you think picture books are important? But I definitely like the question idea.	Comment by Carter Philo: Rosie, I think your thesis is strong, but your lead doesn't really make me think. Otherwise our first paragraph is really strong.	Comment by LEVY, DAVID: Your thesis is very clear, and your main ideas are strong!  However, your lead and hook don't really grab me.  I suggest revising it.  Did he really make the first-ever picture book?  When I Googled it just now, I got a lot of different results.
 It's true, Maurice Sendak showed never to give up on your dreams. As a young boy Maurice went through a major sickness. That lasted a little while though this did not make Maurice give up on his dream of becoming a famous author. In Maurice’s later life he got cancer. Maurice survived having cancer but it made him very weak. This really did affect him in ways, because it made it harder to do daily things meaning like playing outside because as you k now he started to become weak slowly but, affectively. Although Maurice went through a lot of	Comment by Ava Sasser: Where did Maurice and his father move? Do you know his fathers name?	Comment by Ava Sasser: How did he live without anyone else to watch him? How did he buy things? Where did he live? How did he continue his dream?	Comment by Ava Sasser: When did he get Jenny? How long has he had Jenny? Was he living on his own when Jenny died?	Comment by Ava Sasser: How did his father die? How old was Maurice when his father died?	Comment by Ava Sasser: This sentence confuses me. You state that another important time is when his mom died. I think that can become one sentence. Then the part where he moves away with his dad could become another sentence. It just doesn't do good all blended together.	Comment by Ava Sasser: When did this dream start? How did it affect what he did?	Comment by Ava Sasser: What Daily things did he do? Where did he live?	Comment by Carter Philo: If you could elaborate a little more on this paragraph it would become interesting. Ways I think you could improve are as I mentioned in an earlier comments the sicknesses, the parents death, and his dogs death.	Comment by LEVY, DAVID: I like how you use a transition to begin the paragraph, but you also transitions within the paragraph to organize your examples.  You have a lot of tell-mores.  When you edit, watch your sentence structure.  You have a few run-ons that need to be tweaked.	Comment by Carter Philo: I agree Mr.Levy.	Comment by Carter Philo: I don't know to much about Maurice Sendak so I would like to know what sickness he had.	Comment by Carter Philo: " Although Maurice went through a lot of sicknesses, ". Did he get other sicknesses if so did they affect him.
 sicknesses, Maurice never gave up on his dream of becoming a famous author and illustrator. Also another thing is that during a period in Maurice’s life his mother died so Maurice and his dad had to move. Three years went by and then his father died. After this Maurice only had Jenny which was his pet dog who he loved so much and would do anything for. Time passed about a couple months and   Jenny died. This was the hardest time in Maurice’s life that he had to go through all by himself and he still continued his dream. These are ways that Maurice showed never to give up on your dream.	Comment by Carter Philo: Did anything inspire him during this rough period of time to become an author if so it would give your readers a little bit more background knowledge.	Comment by Carter Philo: These two sentences kind of confused me I think you might want to put a transition in between them.	Comment by Carter Philo: The two sentences are the ones about Jenny his dog.	Comment by Carter Philo: I think this is a really good way to end a paragraph because it's like a mini-conclusion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Second of all, Maurice Sendak made one of the first picture books. Maurice loved writing books for all ages from children to adults. Maurice made one of the first picture books. This was one of Maurice’s main accomplishments in his life. This accomplishment really helped Maurice be known as a famous author and illustrator. Later on Maurice was making costumes for opera, receiving National Medal of Arts form president Clinton, and writing many best sellers. This was all because he wrote one of the first picture books. This point in Maurice's life really made him start to be known and his books to be known as well. Maurice also loved writing books about his own personal life and that’s what made his books interesting to read. As said before Maurice won many awards like the Caldecott medal for his illustrations from where the wild things are, another Caldecott medal for outside over there, National Children’s Book Award again for Outside over There, and there are many more that he had won in his life. As I said before all of this was this one moment in his life that made him be known. As you know Maurice is known for being a famous author and illustrator and making one of the first picture books. 	Comment by Ava Sasser: I LOVE how you give me the name of that book! It let's me relate to the essay and think: "I have read that book! I know this author!"	Comment by Ava Sasser: What were the names of some of the best sellers he wrote?	Comment by Ava Sasser: Could you just clarify this sentence for me? Because your thesis states that this paragraph will be all about him writing a picture book, and I didn't know anything about him making costumes! Could you either fix the thesis and find a way to fit it in or just get rid of it altogether. Thanks!	Comment by Ava Sasser: I like this sentence I just thought that writing books and making books for all ages is the same thing. Making books for just adults or making books for just children is different.	Comment by Carter Philo: I feel like this paragraph is mostly about accomplishments rather then picture books. so maybe you could make a little note of that.	Comment by Carter Philo: The sentence before the later on needs to transition with another sentence because your jumping from him making the first picture book straight into opera, medals, a president, and writing best sellers.	Comment by Carter Philo: This sentence provides a really good transition in between paragraphs.
In addition, Maurice Sendak inspired many authors today. Maurice Sendak wrote for all ages because he wanted everyone to enjoy reading his books as much as other people.  He made his books for all ages to read to read. This is showing authors and illustrators today that all ages should have books to read. Maurice also won eight awards total for all of his books and this encourages authors and illustrators today. Maurice also as mentioned before went through a lot of sicknesses and that did not stop him of continuing his dream to become a famous author and illustrator. This is showing authors and illustrators to never give up on your dreams. These are some reasons that Maurice Sendak inspires authors and illustrators today. 	Comment by Ava Sasser: You continue to write All Ages, maybe you could find some other way to say that he writes his books for everyone?	Comment by Ava Sasser: Just wanted to point out this error along with Carter	Comment by Carter Philo: Overall this paragraph is probably the strongest out of all five because it has very minor glitches.	Comment by Carter Philo: Minor spelling mistake you might have had Sendak auto-corrected.	Comment by Carter Philo: This sentence fragment confused me because it seems like it was repeated though I can tell you weren't trying to.	Comment by Carter Philo: It seems like you keep going back to the awards he won, so it seems like it was an important part of his career.	Comment by Carter Philo: I feel like this last part should be part of your conclusion because you reference to your other paragraph(s).
As you can see Maurice Sendak has made a positive impact on author’s lives today. He made an impact on author’s lives today because he showed never to give up on your dreams, he made one of the first picture books, and he inspired many authors today.	Comment by Ava Sasser: Nice Finish! This essay definitely has some power that it can unleash! A few more things to tweak and you will be all good!	Comment by Carter Philo: This is really strong, but I feel you should add a concluding sentence as you did for the first second and third paragraphs.	Comment by LEVY, DAVID: Your thesis is very clear, and your main ideas are strong!  However, your lead and hook don't really grab me.  I suggest revising it.  Did he really make the first-ever picture book?  When I Googled it just now, I got a lot of different results.
